

Henson, William - 
Hamilton, Adam G. 


< 




Johnson, Joseph* 

Jordan, *1 oseph * , 

1 jvous. Enos 

Morlarty. Patrick, pr slices, » 
McLaughlin, James 11, b 
M cLaughlin. Hugh 

Moore, Michael, b 
M oore, Levi 
Mitchell, Sylvester b 

Piles, Wm. L 
Piles, John 
Pence, John H 
Swadley, James 
Smith, Lewis b 

Sivey, Cain H, 1 shirt, $1.25 

Slavens, Wm. W 
Seebert, Lantv L 
Shannon, James b : 

Sharp, Martin B j % 

Varner, Daniel A b 
Whoililian, Michael 
Whollihan, Patrick 
Waugh, Levi 

Weaver, Charles W 1 pr gloves 25 b 
W eaver, Robert L, b 
B signiiies that they have received 
blankets. L. 



















Tne Pocahontas Rescuers marched 
from Huntersville about 10 a. m. 

May 18,13.61. A large crowd of la 
die® and gentlemen were piesent and 
at the moment of marching hardly 
an eye that was not wet with tears. 
Many gentleman and ladies accom¬ 
panied us to the Bridge. Then the 
Rev. Mr Flaherty addressed the 
crowd and all meekly bowed the "knee 
in the public road while he fervently 
addressed a prayer In behalf of those 
marching and of the parents and 
friends left behind. Halted at nighG 
in front of Wm. Gibson and the com¬ 
pany were entertained by Mr. and 
Mrs. Gibson, John and John B. Han¬ 
nah and I. M. Ilogsett. 

Sunday 19ch—After the company 
attended church at 1. M. Hogsett’s 
and heard a patriotic sermon from 
Rev. Flaherty, marched to J. Var¬ 
ner s. Just as the company arrived, 
the Cavalry under Capt.McNeel came 
* n sight. They were received with 
all honor. The company then heard! 
a sermon from Kev. J. E. Moore and 

"eic dismissed and entertained by 

Varner, Joslah lierold. Col. Gate. 
*,°‘* < * ul i% Spring, John Bath-Cav- 
' and Co. Then across the « to| 
. i Rain duriiiLf 11 
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i Minted ns to the Bridge. Phen tii» 
Kov. Mr Flaherty addressed the 
crowd and all meekly bowed the*kn ee 

in (,iio public road while he fervently 

addressed a prayer in behalf of those 
marching and of the parents and 
friends lelf behind. Halted at niirhr 
in front of AYm. Gibson and the ,o m - 
pany were entertained by Mr. and 
Mrs. Gibson, John and John B. Han¬ 
nah and I. M. Ilogsett. 

Sunday 19th— After the company 
attended church at I. M, Hogsett’s 
and heard a patriotic sermon from 
Rev. Flaherty, marched to J. Var¬ 
ner’s. Just as the company arrived, 
the Cavalry under Capt.McNeel came 
in sight. They were received with 
all honor. The company then heard 
a sermon from Ilev. J. E. Moore and i 
were dismissed and entertained by 
Jno Varner, Josiah llerold. Col. Gate. 

J 7 % # 

wood at Rig- Spring, Jolm Bath-Cav¬ 
alry and Co. Then across the Mt. to 
Marshall's. Rain during the evening 
and all night. 

Monday 20th — March resumed at 

1-2 a. m. Halted an hour at J. AW 
Marshall’s and marched to Jacob 
Conrad's. 15 staying overnight at 
Jolm Conrad's, a lew going wit h John 
McLaughlin, 5 to Snyders and the 
test quartered upon Jacob Conrad. 
Rained at intervals all day. j| 
Const it ution of the Company 

1 — Tills company shall 
by the name of J?ooi 
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Marshall’s. Bain during the evening 

and all night. • , l 

Monday 20th—March resumed at 
0 1-2 a. m. Halted an hour at J. W. 
Marshall’s and marched to Jacob 
Conrad’s. 15 staying overnight at 
John Conrad’s, a tew going with John 
McLaughlin, 5 to Snyders and the 
rest quartered upon Jacob Conracl. 
Rained at intervals all day. 

Constitution of the Company 

Articled—This company shall be 
known by the name of Pocahontas 

Rescues. 

Article 2—The regular musters of 
the said company shall be held on the 
first Saturday in the month of April, 
May, June, August, September and 
October and the July muster shall be 
held on the 4th day of the month, 
save when the 4th happens to fall on 
Sunday, when it shall be held on the 
5th. 

Article J— All fines assessed against 
commissioned officers for failure to 

master shall be $5.00, non- 

«ornmissioned officers $2 50. 

$1.25. 























, rH , >le 4 —All fines assessed shall i 

, A f ir the benefit of the company, to 

hands of the .SS 0 ’’Ttel 

majority ruling, if it is considered 
Pr Article 5—This Constitution mays 

be altered or amended at any time by 
vote of two thirds concurring at ai 
regular meeting, when a majority is h 

Pr Article 6—There shall be a presi¬ 
dent, secretary and treasurer chosen 
bv the company.who shall hold the 

office for one year, whose duties shall 
be those usually performed y 

^Article 7—A majority of the Com- 
pany may at any regular m ee ing 

elect honorary members, who shall be 

come honorary members of this com¬ 
pany thereupon, by paying to 1 
Treasurer, the sum of three dol a 
each. * 

By-Laws 

I. The board for t he t rial ot otTenc- 
eg and non-attendance of members at 

muhters and all other deUnquencies 
shat) he tried hy a Court Martlsh a 
majority of which shall rule. 


Gener 
of the cc 
the pui 
court, c 
army an 
der date 
ed an it 
,sesincu 
as Res< 
It, was 
count. 

, due hirr 
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1 On > 
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for shoe! 

May 23, 
Thom psc 
\ bacon, t< 
\ gloves, 
socks, si 
On ft 
store 1 
Captair 
combs 
cravats 
mote \ 
On ? 
Crawf 
1 J. Bui 
shoes 
On th 
12 1- 
52 1- 
On 

paid 
breal 

O 
Curi 
Or 
that 
for 9 
— 1 blea< 

)me old papers, in the hand writing $4.3 

• ««mi • c iUaa« * unldll 


^•’Article 6-Tiicro -;;;;; sul : er c i 10S en 

^ 1 1 ^ > ^^ * ^SSSl hold their 
nv the com pa . w \jose duties shal l 

usually performed by such 
"TrUcle , A 

pany may at - J^ bers . w ho shall be 

come honorary members ^ ^ 

pany thereuP ^ { three dollars 

Treasurer, the sum 

each. ^ ^ m\ 

By-Baws \ 

1. The board for the 

es and non-atte delinquencies 

asters " other & 

shal '^v of which shall rule. . 

• The Court Martial shall consist 

of the commissioned and non-commis 

sioJed officers of the Company. 

1 * 

t „tirur around in the court bouse 
^or something, to print, 1 came upon 



Alii/! l^A v. --- -- 3 


General ‘ ^William Skeen, which me ' the ' 
ive the roster of “The Pocahontas s. M 
escnes”, an infantry company or- t jj 0 dail: 

ani/.eil when war threatened between roo; 

lm states, back hi 18(50. 1 print it . got , 

ercwlt'li. Also the constitution and tnsw vtoit 

h, 0 1' 

company was mustered in on sold 

-*• ••1 M'S ;flM> 


y l a 


iVS 

The 
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tu i wk i nml marc 
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majority of which shall rule 


!2«I 


„ Tlie Court Martial shall consist I j Vu 
„f lhe commissioned and non -commit : pald 

sioiied officers of the Company. breaV 

* • _ . 1 On 

T coking around in the court house Curt 
Something, to print, 1 came upon | ^ 

ifoS 




Atll ^ Vs 


1 'I 


a ** 


some old papers, in the hand writing 
of General William Skeen, which 
we the roster of “The Pocahontas 
Rescues”, an infantry company or¬ 
ganized when war threatened between 
the states, back in 186D. I print it 
herewith. Also the constitution and 

bylaws. 

The company was mustered in on 
Saturday, May 18, 1861, and marched 
on that day to defend the sacred soil 
of Virginia from invasion by Federal 
forces in the northwest. 

They met the invaders at Pliillippi 
Barbour county, and had no luck in 
repelling them. , 
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shall be i 


the Com- 
raeeting 

■all 
all 

his Cora- 
to the 
dollars 


of 1 offeno* 

milters il 
Kiuetieies 

Martial, a 


(Jonoi'll 1 Steen was the lieutenant 
of the company. He appeared to be 
the purchasing 1 agent of the county 
court, as he paid the bills for the 
army and took receipts therefor. Un¬ 
der date of June 25, 1861, he render¬ 
ed an itemized account under expen¬ 
ses incurred on march of *‘Pocahont¬ 
as Rescues,” amounting to $68.68. 
It was allowed and $25 paid on ac¬ 
count. He notes a balance of $43.68 

due him. and I doubt if it was ever 

* 

paid him. 

The big item of expense was $37.42 
for shoes — nineteen pairs bought on 
May 23, at Philippi, from J. P. 
Thompson. The other items include 
bacon, tallow, flour, meal, horse feed, 
-gloves, hats, cotton cloth, calico, 
socks, shirts, blankets and whatnot. 

On May 20, atJ. W. Marshall’s 
store he bought a pair of gloves for 
Captain Stofer at 25 cents and six 
combs for privates for $1.00. Also 2 
cravats $1,2 flannel shirts $2, and 2 
mole pairs of gloves 50e. 

On May 22, at Ileverly from A & R 
Crawford, two huts fur 83 . 2.5 Prom 

J. Hurkett, also at I loverly, pair of 
m rj and :* pairs of socks ;av 
the same date from E. H. Uuclier 
muds of tallow for $1 25 and 

Mind* of hunn ■ f Uk 
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bacon, tallow, Hour, meal, horse teed, 
gloves, hats, cotton cloth, calico, 
socks, shirts, blankets and whatnot. 

On May 20, at .1. W. Marshall’s 
store he bought a pair of gloves for 
Captain Stofer at 25 cents and six 
combs for privates for $1.00. Also 3 * 
cravats $1,2 flannel shirts $2, and 2 
mote pairs of gloves 50c. . X 

On May 22, at Beverly from A & B 
Crawford, two hats for $3.25 From 
J, Burkett, also at Beverly, pair of 
shoes at $2 and 2 pairs of socks 30c j 
On the same date from E. B. Bucher 
12 1-2 pounds of tallow for $1 25 and 
52 1-2 pounds of bacon at 14c $8 35. 

On May 24, Elder Douglas was 
paid $4 33 for supper, lodging and 
breakfast for 13 persons. 

On May 25, $2 50 is paid Jno. B. 
Curin for Gilliam tactics. 

On May 17, Captain Stofer certifies 
‘ that an account of Wm. H. SI anker 
| for 9 yards of calico, 1 1-2 yards of 
. bleach cotton, 8 3-4 yards of cotton j 

. n ,t Of drilling and one made shirt, in all j 

ime. 1-2 is correct and necessary for II 
the use of said company. 

vr . M r * Skeen started off fine to keep a 1 

v - ** 11 1 1C re P° rt on t,ic progress of the 

ot h Rescues, but 1 guess ho 

T™ K °', ^ bu8y . for three days, he 

"iiului in the middle of a page. 

In speeklng of tlds march, the old 
soiUierh referred to it as the “Tin 

A cup was all the 


and 



t • 









































112-DSC07830.JPG 


shall consist; 
non-com m is 

pany. 

% 

court house 
1 came upon 

l \ 

__... 


On May 24, Elder Douglas was 
naid $4 .43 for supper, lodging and 
breakfast for 13 persons. 

On May 25, $2 50 is paid Jno. B. 
Ourin for Gilliam tactics. ? ~ i 

On May 17, Captain Stofer certifies 
that an account of Wm. II. SI anker 
for 9 yards of calico, 1 1-2 yards of 
bleach cotton, 8 3-4 yards of cotton 
of drilling and one made shirt, in all 
. $4.37 1-2 is correct and necessary for 
the use of said company. 

Mr. Skeen started off fine to keep a 
pain or- £| 10 daily report on the progress of the 
between Pocahontas Rescues, but I guess he 

,ion and 

?<i in on 
□arched 
:red soil 
Federal 


writing 

which 

aliontas 


me; 
s. 


ot s 

k got too busy, for after three days, he 
liisw quits in the middle of a page. 


luck in 


lie 


* IS Cup Campaign”. A cup was 
amt equipment furnished them, 
ihol provided their own arms. 

pooiw.* uvv m UI VVUU1U UUUUD- 

lior a contract had been made 


They 


In speaking of tin’s march, the old 
soldiers referred to it as the “Tin 

all the 


t 
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The' cavalry referred to was Cap¬ 
tain Andrew McNeel’s company. On 
their return from FhMPP». com- 
ninv was disbanded and the me 
joined the 11th Virginia-Bath Squad 
ton— and Captain Wm. L. McNeels, 
and Captain J. W. Marshall’s com- 

panies, 19th Virginia Cavalry. , 

Qn the return of the 1 ocahontas 
Rescues: the company was disbanded 
and the men with a number of addi¬ 
tions made up company I, 25th Vir¬ 
ginia Infantry. J. H. McLaughlin 
was elected first lieutenant. a 
This company was engaged in the 
following battles: Philippi, McDowell 
Winchester, Cross Keys, Port Repub¬ 
lic, Seven Days, Fight around Rich¬ 
mond, Slaughter Mountain, Second 
Manasses, Brestow Station, Sharps- 
burg, Fredericksburg, Second Win¬ 
chester, Gettysburg, Mine Run, and 
the Wilderness. At the Wilderness 
the 25th was captured; the Pocahont 
Rescues and replacements had 
reduced to seventeen# men; of 
seventeen, eleven lived through 
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Manasses, Rrestow Station, Sharps-1 tey 
burg, Fredericksburg, Second Win- a lav 
Chester, Gettysburg, Mine Run, and I ye; 
the Wilderness. At the Wilderness I fet 
tlie 25tli was captured; the Pocahont | gr 
as Rescues and replacements had Jar 
been reduced to seventeen « men; ofjCk 
this seventeen, eleven lived through fo 

the war, six dying in prison. j aj 

The last member of Company I, to i w 
pass over that I know of was Captain J st 
.1. W. Mathews of Anthonys Creek J c< 
who died about two years ago. ^ o: 

Captain Stofer came from the Val-' I 


ley of "Virginia. He was a lawyer,) 


11 j d lie served as commonwealths at- ( ii 
' '<rney for Pocahontas a number of f' 
terms, lie had been a soldier in the* o 
Mexican war, and fought in amun-sjJ 
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I terms. Ho nao oeen a soiaier in the 
Mexican war, and fought in a mun-.. j u 

of battles. My recollection 1st 


be r 

that Captain Stofer was not wounded 
in the war between the states until 
the battle of Cross Keys when he fell 
with live bullet holes in him. Every 
one of these wounds was considered 
mortal, but he recovered and surviv- 
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ed the war some twenty years. Asa 

child, I remember him as a friendly, 
courtly gentleman, known In his wide 
circle of friends as the “Count.” 

General William Skeene served as 
clerk of both tlic county and circuit 
jcourts. lie was succeeded just lie- 
fore the war by the late William 
Curry. lie was a resident attorney 
at Huntersville for many years, iie 
was elected Attorney General of the 1 th 

State of Virginia. I 

I certainly do wish that General “ K 
Skeene had written up the “Tin Cup 

?n” day by day. instead of 
quitting off on the record the evening 
ol the third day. 
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You have got to hand it to the 
General that lie was a considerable of 
a manager to march an army of tifty- 
six men some ninety miles, and back 
on a campaign of several weeks, at a 
cost to Pocahontas county of only 
$68.(58. | 

After the war Confederate soldiers 
were deprived of the rights of citizen¬ 
ship by tlieir inability to take the 
test oath. Before a man could vote, 
hold otlice. practice law, etc., he must 
swear that he had not aided or abet¬ 
ted the Confederacy. This did not 
please Captain Stofer a bit. At the 


ompany I, to 
‘ * 41 * Captain 

hhoii\> ( r tKrk 
ago, 

the Yah 


tirst opportunity lie presented him¬ 
self at the bar as a practicing at tor- 
ley, took the oath and resumed his 
law work where he left oft’ after four 
years service in the army of the Con¬ 
federate States of America. The 
grand jury indicted him for perjury, 
and he appealed to the Supreme 
Court, where the case dragged along 
for \ears. 1 presume that the case 
against the Captain just, naturally 
went by the board when the new 
'•tale went democratic in 1970» a new 
constitution adopted and the rights 

of tlie southern sympathizers restored 
1 will look that vase uu >mo 
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;l nd ho appealed to the Supreme 

Court, where the case dragged along 
for \ears. I presume that the case 
against the Captain just naturally 
wont by the board when the new 
slate went democratic in 1870, anew 

constitution adopted and the. rights 

of the southern sympathizers restored 
1 will look that case up SDiTlo day 
when I have the time. I have the 
impression that Count Stofer was de¬ 
fended by Arthur I lay ton, a native 
of New 10 ng land, father of the late 
Judge A. G. Dayton, oi Philippi^ 
United States District Judge. I do 
know that Mr. Dayton success-, 
fully defended the numerous Confed¬ 
erate soldiers who were indicted for 
murder after the war, in this county. 

My friend, the late Hugh l\ Mcv 
Laughlin, always took delight in rer 
lating his experiences as a boy on 
this “Tin Cup Campaign.” Some 
where along the road to Philippi they 
came to a farm where there was a 
mowing machine with its tongue 
propped up, in a shed. Few of them 
had ever seen a mower, and word was 
passed down the ranks tiiat it was a 
cannon. One boy took a good look at 
it, and remarked on the length of 
the ramrod! 

received from him. 
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